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Introduction
     All people in the world speak their native languages from their birth. We use Russian talking with our parents, relatives and other surrounding people. We study at school in Russian and learn the mysteries of our native language at the lessons. And everyone feels that it is a very important part of our life. It is the way to understand and to be understood. It forms our system of values and а sense of peace.
     But later comes the time when we have to deal with the other language. Every pupil has a foreign language at school. Studying foreign languages makes people develop themselves and expand the boundaries of their world. Nowadays one language is the most demanded and recognized international. It is considered to be the way of communication for different nations in the world. We mean English, of course.
     Studying the English language, we learn about geography, history and culture of its home country. Now the official name of the country is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Sometimes people call it England.
     As you know, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is an island state in the north-west of Europe. It is a parliamentary monarchy. And its capital city is London. 
     And what do we know about the history of Britain? 
     It is believed that by the end of the prehistoric period, the population mainly belonged to the culture of the insular Celts, including Britons of the island Britain and Gaels of the island Ireland.
     The Roman conquest of Britain started in 43 BC, led to the 400-year rule of the southern part of Britain, which was followed by the invasion of the Germanic Anglo-Saxon settlers. In the era of the great migration of peoples, the Anglo-Saxon tribes came here and seven states appeared. There were constant wars between them. In the IX century, King Alfred the Great was able to unite all the warring kingdoms into a single country, which was called England. In the XI century, England was attacked again, by the Normans. They brought feudalism and Norman-French culture to the country.
     Later, England became one of the strongest states. A great number of wars pursued England. The conquered country turned into the conqueror which was quite succeeded. All the sea routes were known to the British. Most of the land - half of North America, many countries in Africa and Asia, Australia, India - were under the power of the British crown. And the English language penetrated into every corner of the world. And it became international in the future for this reason.
     As we know, history is made by people and the success of the country is the result of the efforts of its inhabitants. Have you ever thought who are they, the British? The whole world speaks their language. Do we know everything about them? Who were their ancestors? How did they come to the British Isles? Where did they come from?
     So, the study of a number of issues related to England, prompted me to raise the question of the origin of the British. 
Goals and objectives:
     1) to learn more about the history of England;
     2) to get acquainted with the factors that also affected the settlement of the British Isles;
     3) to read the researches of scientists, who were interested in the origin of the British;
     4) to find the answer, who were the ancestors of the British.




Main body
Chapter I. History of England. Peoples and tribes
     History of England can be described as a series of changing dynasties and kings, from the first ruler of the country William the Conqueror founded the country till the currently existing Windsor dynasty, however it has little common with the people of England.
     Let`s go to the more ancient English history. William the Conqueror came to this territory in 1066, Normans brought the French language to England and created what is now considered English. The tribes of the Angles, Saxons and Jutes had lived there before. They captured this territory in the 5-th century when the Romans had already left it. They lived here until the 8-th century, developing and uniting into the single kingdom. The first king appeared in 871- 899, his name was Alfred the Great. He was the king of Saxons.
     So, where did the Saxons appear from? Let`s go further back in time…
     The Saxons lived in Westphalia, Lower Saxony and Eastern Holland. The tribe of Angles also related to German peoples and lived on the peninsula Jutland, on the north of which Denmark is situated nowadays.
     German tribes came to this territory where Celts had lived under the power of Rome. The motherland of Celts was the continent (Europe), they appeared in Britain in 800-700 BC. At that time different tribes moved here and united into the whole tribe inions. They all got the general name «Britons» and the country was called Britain.
     In fact, they were German tribes because they got here from the basins of Rhine and Rhone. The tribes of Britons consisted of a few large branches. The oldest ones were the Picts and Scots.
     The Picts moved here not later than the 1st Millennium BC. They had been called Pryden and their island Prydain. It is not excluded that originally «Britain» meant «the island of Picts» and then everybody who lived there became Britons. Modern data of paleontology connect Picts with the ancient tribes of Iberians who had lived on the territory of Spain (nowadays they are called Basques) and on the territory of Eastern Georgia (Iberia) since the 3-d Millennium BC. The situation of the Iberians origin is quite complicated as the genetic data say that they are the tribes hesitated in Europe during glaciation, and thus, related to older waves of settlement.
      The Scots settled not later than 400 BС, then they formed their kingdom Dalriada. They are one of the peoples entirely assimilated with the local population which is usually called pre Indo-European.In the result of our short research we should say that Britain of the Iron Age was settled by many Celtic tribes which replaced more ancient pre Indo-European tribes of Bronze Age. One of their most famous buildings is legendary Stonehenge. So, they left their trace in history for us. But who were they, ancient people of Britain?
Chapter II. The geological and archaeological reconstruction
     On the one hand the history of England is quite clear, if we talk about the last two millennia, from the time of arrival of the Roman Empire, but on the other hand, it is completely incomprehensible, if we talk about the earlier periods.
    First of all, there isn`t much information and we have to refer to the hypotheses. Besides, geological processes were playing a prominent role in the settlement of the British Isles.
     Let`s talk briefly about the geology of Britain. When did the British islands appear? It is not so easy to answer the question, because it should be noted that , for example, in the Scottish highlands there are the oldest Earth rocks, their age is 2,5 billion  years (the age of the planet is about 4, 5 billion years), but Britain itself regularly went completely under the water and appeared again.
     It is known that southern Britain became just a sea 570 million years ago, which eventually turned into the Welsh slates. The following millions of years, Britain was a lifeless desert. Plants, animals appeared there 150 million years ago, but in the lowlands the shallow seas remained. But almost all the territory of Britain went under the water 7 million years ago again. Retreating sea left water plants which turned into chalk. The layer of chalk is enormous in England - it is up to five hundred meters. And the famous white cliffs of Dover on the south coast is chalk of that period. 2.5 million years ago the following world glaciation came. Mountain areas of Britain became its center and soil erosion, which had been generated by the ice, is still visible in the Scottish Highlands.
    Due to the climatic characteristics Britain is divided into two parts: south and north. The northern part is more severe than south, the southern part is more fertile.
Glaciation regularly affected this area and ice was remaining in Britain most of the time, which is called the Stone Age. 
     The isthmuses between Britain, Ireland and Europe (France and Scandinavia) existed and disappeared. People walked across these bridges and hunted there, but it is hard to say if they stayed to live there.
     There were animals - at the time of warming even buffalo and hippos lived there, during cold spells there were only deer and wolves, but the hunting tribes could find their prey. Remnants of these tribes are found in Kent Cavern of Devon. Deep bone carving is also found there.
     In the 10-th Millennium BC the glacier began to melt and warming began on the Earth. The walkways gradually sank under the water, and Britain became an island. If people were there, they became its inhabitants.
     With high probability there lived hunters - gatherers, and they no longer lived in the short-term parking but in the long-term settlements. One of them is in the Star - Carr in Yorkshire. There lived twenty-five people, there were many of them for those days, they ate hooves as well as small animals. Bones of domestic dogs are found there. In general, about forty settlements of this type dated after the 7-th Millennium BC are found on the territory of Britain.
     Anyway, some round construction was left in Howick which is interpreted as a dwelling. This means a settled way of life. People turned to agriculture. The first houses appeared on the Orkney islands and the most ancient road was built in Somerset Levels dated by 3807 BC. Besides, ceramic circles and polished axes were made.
     In about 2200 BC there were people in Britain who left long burial barrows (the longest in West Kennett is more than 106 meters long). It is interesting that these people were short with elongated skulls and dark hair. The appearance of the inhabitants of this period is likely to have similar to the modern British population. In any case, the growth for men was approximately 155-180 cm and 150-165 cm for women. This phenotype is still common among residents of Wales and Cornwall. At this point, it is clear that they developed a religion and dolmens, the constructions of this period, they were arranged inside the burial chamber. There are a lot of them especially in Cornwall and Wales. This period is considered the Bronze Age of Britain. And the first culture that characterizes it, is the so-called the Beaker culture. There were ceramics in the form of inverted bells. Probably they were the Iberians, who had very similar options. 
     Thus, 7-8 Millennium BC can be considered the time of British settlement. But everything is not so easy. This reconstruction is almost entirely geological and archaeological. But paleogenetics also said their word.
Chapter III. The genetic and ethno-linguistic reconstruction
     I would like to tell briefly about the research of Stephen Oppenheimer, a medical genetic of Oxford University. He published the book «The Origins of the British: A Genetic Detective Story» in 2006. In his work he says that DNA of Welsh, Scottish and Irish are similar. He writes that the ancestors of the British came to the islands during the period from 15 till 7,5 Millennium ago, after the Glacial Age. Nobody had lived there before them as the islands were covered with the ice. These three peoples got the main genotype from the Basques of continent Europe and spoke the language close to the language of the Basques. A part of genes they got from the later German tribes. For example, the Irish have only 12 per cent of the Irish genome , the Welsh only 20 per cent and the Scottish about 30. 
    From this we can conclude, what despite the fact, what most of the interest of DNA is the same, it does not prevent residents of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland have quite different customs and culture.
    So the question comes where Basques originated from? The Basques are the unique ethnic group, that inhabits parts of northwestern Spain and southwestern France.
      At the end of the last century English scientist Edward Spencer Dodgson accidentally made a very interesting discovery. Being already quite famous Basque philologist, Dodgson decided to broaden his horizons, to study the Armenian language in the class of the famous philologist-orientalist Auguste Carriere. The result was quite unexpected: after only two months of courses Dodgson noted that many Armenian words are almost identical to the Basque. His thoughts about these lexical coincidences Dodgson published in 1884 in «Euskera» magazine under the intriguing title «Basque words in the Armenian language». The list of parallels seen by Dodgson, included more than fifty words. 
     And the most curious thing is that the discovered Basque-Armenian coincidences are preserved in both languages practically at the level of mutual understanding. 
     The second important discovery in the field of ethno-linguistic ties of Basques and Armenians was made more than a quarter of a century later. In the 20s the young Basque philologist, whose name is Bernardo Estornes Lasa (now Estornes Lasa is one of the best scientists and academics), was collecting folklore material of Basque in the eastern part of the province of Navarra. Estornes Lasa recorded a local legend about the village Isaba which had been founded by Armenians, the first inhabitants of Navarra and the ancestors of the Basque people.
      The legend states that the leader of the Basque people called Aitor, he had arrived in Armenia with his seven sons. Aitor had founded seven communities in their honor. Subsequently, archaeologists found in the village archives an ancient manuscript, historical chronicle, which confirms the oral tradition in the village archives. It is noteworthy that in the Basque language name Isaba is translated as "Trace Ancestors", and although it may seem quite incredible, but the fact remains: the road, which has the name Herminia still exists in the village of Isaba. Popular tradition associates it with the name of Armenia in honor of the first settlers of Navarre.
      Many researchers considered it as a figment of imagination of old people, but the well-known German scientist Josef Karst learned that the name of the legendary ancestor of the Basque Aitor literally means "The visitor of Agia" in the Basque language, which is quite closely matches the structure of the Armenian «ayi tor», which is translated as «the grandson of Armenian». 
      Further researches led to some new discoveries. It turned out that all of the facts and coincidences are only the upper part of the iceberg of the greatest mysteries of the European civilization. As it turned out, the theory of Armenian origin of the ancient people in Europe is deeply rooted in the historical memory, and it was described in the written sources. 
     The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles also point to the Armenian trace.The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles were originally compiled by the order of King Alfred the Great in 890. They start with these words: «The island Britain is 800 miles long, and 200 miles wide, and there are five languages on the island: English, Welsh (or British), Scottish, Pictish, and Latin. The first inhabitants were the Britons, who came from ARMENIA, and settled the south of Britain». 
     The Armenian origin of Basques was strongly supported by several prominent researchers, such as Gaspar Eskolano, Edward Spencer Johnson, Joseph Karst, Bernardo Estornes Lasa, Nikolay Marr.
      Let’s refer to the founders of Basque national historiography Esteban de Garibay, Andres de Posa and Baltasar de Enabe. All of them considered Armenia as homeland of Basques.
       In 1928, the famous German philologist Josef Karst finally published the results of his many years of research, under the heading «Alarodists and Protobasque». The book was published in French in Vienna, and it caused a major stir in the scientific world. Karst presented more than three hundred Basque-Armenian lexical correspondences and a large number of matching elements of phonetics and grammar, including the inducement system, conjugations and so on in that work.
     In 1998 in the journal «Araks» Basque-Armenian set of lexical coincidence was published, which includes more than six hundred words, almost identical in both languages 
      It is also interesting that in most cases, many of the words are the same exclusively in the Basque and Armenian, and do not have any matches in any other languages.
     There are many toponymic elements, which sometimes reach the level of simple repetition in the Armenian highlands and in the Basque Country.
       Many data indicate that the Armenian families, in addition to their own language, brought to Europe the most important industrial achievements: metal processing and cultivation of crops. And therefore, it is not by chance that some agricultural terms are almost identical in the Basque and Armenian. 
     I would like to talk about the results of the genetic study which was done in different regions of Armenia. The study showed the Armenian population of Syunik and Karabakh has the characteristic genetic code which is identical with the general code of Welsh, Irish and Basque.





Chapter IV. The practical part
      1.So, here you can see a list of lexical coincidences in the Basque and Armenian languages found by different scientists. They are really practically identical.
     For example: Basque char «bad, angry» - Armenian char «bad, angry», Basque anti «thence» - Armenian anti «thence», Basque ice «wind» - Armenian ice «wind», Basque zati «separate» - Armenian zati « separately», Basque tegi «place» - Armenian tegi «place», Basque ardi «ram » - Armenian ardi «ram» etc.
     Basque yelki «exit » - Armenian yelki «exit », Basque yete «if » - Armenian yete «if », Basque jaraunsi «inherit» - Armenian jarangel «inherit», Basque muruncha  «growl » - Armenian merenchoc «growl », Basque murci «fist» - Armenian murc  «fist», Basque orma «wall» - Armenian orm «wall», Basque tegi «place» - Armenian tegi  «place», Basque toil «weak» - Armenian toil «weak», Basque lino «wide» - Armenian line «wide», Basque irurden «the third» - Armenian erorden «the third», Basque astadun «staunch» - Armenian astatun «staunch», Basque urti «aquiferous » - Armenian urti « aquiferous », Basque astatu «prove» - Armenian astatel «prove» ect.
     There are many toponymic elements, which sometimes reach the level of simple repetition.
     For example: Basque Astarac (the region in Gascony)  - Armenian Ashtarac (the town in Armenia), Basque Goris (the settlement in Gascony)  - Armenian Goris (the town in the south-east of Armenia ), Basque Deba (the river in Gascony)  - Armenian Deba (the river in Armenia), Basque Shuberoa (the region in Gascony)  - Armenian Shubria (the old name of Sasun), Basque Araxes (the river in Gascony)  - Armenian Arax (the river in Armenia),Basque Aran (the name of terrain in Gascony)  - Armenian Aran (the name of terrain in Armenia), Basque Karkar (the name of terrain in Gascony)  - Armenian Karkar (the name of terrain in Armenia), Basque Karbe (the name of terrain in Gascony)  - Armenian Karbi (the country in Armenia), Basque Kabalca (the name of terrain in Gascony)  - Armenian Cavalk (country in Syunik), ect.
      Basque gari «millet» - Armenian gari «millet», Basque arich «oak» - Armenian arich «oak», Basque asi «grow» - Armenian asnel «grow», Basque inchaus «nut» - Armenian inkois «nut», Basque erka «furrow» - Armenian arkel «furrow», Basque oroc «calf» - Armenian oroch «lamb», Basque ardi «ram» - Armenian aic «goat», Basque ar «wild goat» - Armenian arn «wild goat», Basque matoin «spoiled milk» - Armenian macun «spoiled milk».
      2.The study of works of some famous researches promoted us to raise a question if there are any more coincidences and similarities in two cultures.
It turned out that people of Armenia and Britain are similar in many ways, for example: appearance, religion, clothing, food, houses, music, even the dance movements.
     1) It is worth remembering about the easier method of calculating supplies to a certain ethnic group, is the method of calculation by external signs.
Englishmen (especially Welsh) mostly have dark hair and brown eyes and resemble their southern ancestors.
     2)Both Armenians and British are Catholics. They have the same religion.
     3) As we can see, in both traditional costumes there is the lace in the chest area, there are skirts, rather long skirts. The sleeves are narrow, inflated on the shoulders. There is much red.
      The head-wears of the guards resemble the head-wears of Caucasian people.
    4) Let's talk about national cuisine. Many British and Armenian dishes are similar, but have different names. As we know, the British like to eat meat with blood, so you can find in British cuisine the dish which is called the roast beef. Real roast beef, while cooking, remains raw inside, with a large amount of spices. In Armenian cuisine there is also a meat dish which is eaten raw. It is called basturma. 
     5) Their houses are quite similar.
     6)Think of the music. In the British music, as well as in Armenia, we can hear a lot of wind instruments and drums.
     7)Also do not forget about the Irish jig and Armenian kochari. These dances are somewhat similar. In both of them people are lining up and dancing, with a clear beat off rhythm.


















Conclusion
      In conclusion we should say that for centuries it was believed that the ancestors of the inhabitants of the British Isles were the representatives of different ethnic groups. So the British are descended from Angles and Saxons, who supposedly settled in England after the departure of the Romans. And the Scottish, Welsh and Irish people are believed to be descendants of the local Celts. 
      But the researches, conducted by many scientists during two hundred years, ancient documents, similarities in appearance, culture of Armenians and Britons make us to conclude that the ethnic roots of the inhabitants of Britain lie much deeper, in Armenia.
      The main task of my work is to attract attention of people to the English language and to motivate pupils to learn it. I hope that this report will help people to look at the British from another point of view and maybe, even change their mind about some peoples on the planet. I tried to show that all the peoples are connected closely with each other and we don’t always know about it. We all are a huge family living on the planet called the Earth.
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