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PREFACE



	While studying and teaching a foreign language, English in particular, we don’t usually pay attention to numerous proper names, which are met in any scientific and public text or fiction. We used to think that in a phrase (from the textbook) “Sue Smith and Johnsy Black were good friends” the main words are “were good friends” because they give us some information. But the words “Sue Smith and Johnsy Black” are quite different. We don’t look for any information in them. It is sufficient for us to know them to be English names. But in fact it is not so. Proper names (first names, surnames, geographical names, pet nicknames, brands, etc.) live in any language their own complicated life. They also give us some information, although this information is of a specific kind. It is connected with traditions, history, culture of the nation, with its present-day life.
         Onomastics is a branch of lexicology which studies proper names. The word is derived from Greek “onoma” which means “name”.  Anthroponomastics, the study of personal names (anthroponyms), is one of the principal branches of onomastics. Questions onomasticians try to answer about given names include:
· What they mean – their etymology or origin.
· How they are used in various cultures.[1]
        Scientific research on anthropological problems began long ago. But for a long time it was developed by individual scientists studying disparate facts. As a special branch, anthroponomastics started to develop only in recent decades. 
        The anthroponym is first of all, a word and like other words it is studied by linguistic methods.
       The aim of this paper is to examine the place of surnames (anthroponyms) in the system of proper names in the English language. This goal has allowed to formulate the following objectives of this study:
- To analyse briefly the history of the emergence of English surnames.
- To consider the sources of the English surnames formation.
- To study and analyse the origin of the surname “Sweet” and its place in the system of language and society.
       To achieve our target we have learnt the literature on this problem, collected and sorted the data and used the componential analysis to analyse English surnames.
       The object of this study is English surnames, the surname “’Sweet” in particular. The subject is the place of surnames in the system of proper names in the English language.
       The actuality of this paper is due to the fact that a comprehensive study of proper names contributes to the further success of "pure" linguistics, and also facilitates the work of various legal institutions, which often have numerous linguistic questions associated with proper names. The study of surnames, or family names, can be a useful tool in genealogy as well as being a fascinating topic in its own right. Considering extralinguistic factors is necessary for a comprehensive understanding of the role of the language in the society. Known as anthroponymy, anthroponomastics or onomastics, surname studies can give a rich insight into the development of human society.
        The work contains Preface, Theoretical (Part 1) and Practical (Part 2) Parts, Inference, Bibliography and Appendix.
       The practical part is the etymological analysis of the surname “Sweet” and its derivatives. The choice of the surname for analysing is not random. The author of this work bears the surname Konfeta (Конфета) which can be translated as “Sweet” into English.







PART 1
ENGLISH SURNAMES

English personal names generally include a given name, a middle name, and a surname. [2]
Surname is a family name used by the members of the same family, for example, Smiths, Green, Appleby, Williamson.
 A surname is a name borne hereditarily by all members of a family usually in male-line descent. In Anglo-Saxon times people had personal or given names only, and owing to the paucity of these forenames had to be distinguished by an additional ‘by-name’ or ‘to-name’ 
          There were five reasons for the necessity of surnames: population increase, growth of urban areas, improved record keeping, the desire of clans and families to be distinguishable from neighbours, and rise of Christianity.
           In England, the introduction of family names is generally attributed to the preparation of the Domesday Book in 1086, following the Norman conquest. Evidence indicates that surnames were first adopted among the feudal nobility and gentry, and only slowly spread to other parts of society.
By the end of the twelfth century hereditary names had become common in England. But even as late as 1465 they were not universal. During the reign of Edward V (between April and June, 1483) a law was passed to compel certain Irish to adopt surnames as a method to track and control them more:
       "They shall take unto them a Surname, either of some Town, or some Colour, as Black or Brown, or some Art or Science, as Smyth or Carpenter, or some Office, as Cooke or Butler."
        In Britain, hereditary surnames were adopted in the 13th and 14th centuries, initially by the aristocracy but eventually by everyone. By 1400, most English and some Scottish people used surnames, but many Scottish and Welsh people did not adopt surnames until the 17th century, or even later. Henry VIII (ruled 1509–1547) ordered to record the marital births under the surname of the father.
        Classified according to origin, most surnames fall into four general groups:
1. those formed from the given name of the father
2. those arising from bodily or personal characteristics
3. those derived from locality or place of residence
4. those derived from occupation.
        Surnames of the first group were formed by adding a prefix or suffix denoting either "son of" or a diminutive. English names ending in "son" (or the contraction "s"), "ing", and "kin" are of this type, as are names prefixed with the Gaelic "Mac", the Norman "Fitz", the Irish "0", and the Welsh "ap":Williamson, Richards, MacNeill, FitzHerbert, O'Reilly.
       Surnames arising from bodily or personal characteristics are fairly self-explanatory in nature. They grew out of what were in the first instance nicknames. They can be related to descriptive terms or character traits of a person: Little, Small, Long, Young, Redman, White, Goodman.
       A third class of family names, the largest one, is that comprising local surnames  -  names derived from the place of residence of the bearer. The suffixes "ford", "ham", "ley", and "ton", denoting locality, are of frequent occurrence in such English names as Ashford, Bingham, Burley, and Norton.
        Surnames denoting the occupation with which an ancestor was particularly noted make up about 20% of the total number of original names. Because these often represent a trade, many end in the suffix 'er'. Examples include Porter, Hunter, Miller, Butcher, Fisher, Weaver and Baker.








PART 2
THE ETYMOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF SURNAME “SWEET”

       The interesting and long-established surname Sweet is of Anglo-Saxon origin, and belongs to the group of early European surnames that were gradually created from the habitual use of nicknames. These nicknames were originally given with reference to a variety of personal characteristics such as physical attributes or peculiarities, mental and moral qualities, and to habits of dress and behaviour. The derivation, in this instance, is from the Middle English "swete", sweet, pleasant, agreeable (Old English pre 7th Century "swete"), used to denote an affable, kind person. The Old English personal bynames "Swet, Sweta" (masculine) and "Swete" (feminine), derived from "swete" , may also be the source of the surname.[3]
        The first documented information about this name dates back to AD 970. It was written in the personal prayer missal of a bishop at Muchelney Abby who recorded a man of the name attesting as witness to the freeing of a slave by another Anglo-Saxon land owner living in the immediate area.  This is published in the book "Some Anglo-Saxon Boundaries". 
        These personal names are recorded as "Suet" and "Suot" in the Domesday Book of 1086, and a Swet le Bone was noted in the 1273 Hundred Rolls of Norfolk. 
         The first recorded spelling of the family name is shown to be that of Wilmund Svote, which was dated 1179, in the "Book of Seals", Bedfordshire, during the reign of King Henry 11, known as "The Builder of Churches", 1154 - 1189. Early examples of the surname include: Adam Swet (Worcestershire, 1211); Richard Swote (London, 1313); and Johannes Swete (Yorkshire, 1379). On September 18th 1570, Henry Sweet and Elizabeth Ballye were married at St. Thomas', Salisbury, Wiltshire. Robert Sweet (1783 - 1835), a noted horticulturist, had the genus "Sweetia" named after him. 
         Surnames became necessary when governments introduced personal taxation. In England this was known as Poll Tax. Throughout the centuries, surnames in every country have continued to "develop" often leading to astonishing variants of the original spelling. 
       Having analysed the literature on the subject of our research, we have found such related and similar surnames as Sweat, Sweatt, Sweatte, Swait, Swatt, Swee, Swede, Sweed, Swatts, Sweeet, Swedt, Sweeat, Sweate, Swat, Swate, Sweatd, Sweats, Sswat, Swayt, Swaat, Sweath, Sweatts, Swaite, Swayte, Sweates, Swaitt, Scwietz, Skwat which are the variants of original spelling.
       Surname Sweet is used in at least 44 countries.
        The following table shows the ten most popular names historically given to babies with a last name of Sweet.
	Full Name
	Rank
	Frequency

	William Sweet
	1
	2.3416%

	Mary Sweet
	2
	2.1919%

	Robert Sweet
	3
	2.0863%

	Charles Sweet
	4
	2.007%

	James Sweet
	5
	1.8222%

	John Sweet
	6
	1.6549%

	George Sweet
	7
	1.6021%

	Helen Sweet
	8
	1.1268%

	Richard Sweet
	9
	1.0828%

	Margaret Sweet
	10
	0.9419%



      The famous people with this surname include: Blanche Sarah Sweet (actress of the silent movie era), Robert Lee Sweet (musician - drummer), William Russell Sweet (sculptor), Adolphus Jean “Dolph” Sweet (film and television actor), Travis Sweet (champion college baseball player), Henry Sweet (19th century English specialist in the teaching of languages) and Matthew Sidney Sweet (musician - guitar).(see Apendix)
 
INFERENCE

         A surname is a name added to a baptismal or given name for the purposes of making it more specific and of indicating family relationship or descent. 
       The roots of the system of family names may be traced back to early civilised times, actually the hereditary surnames dates from scarcely more than nine hundred years ago.
      Family names say a lot about people’s ancestors. 
      Whichever name you go by, one thing is certain, it goes with you for life. Your name is something you are going to have to live with.
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APPENDIX

Notable people with the surname include:
· Alec Stone Sweet, a Yale Law School professor, musician and pétanque player
· Alanson Sweet (1804-1891), an American businessman and politician
· Apollo Sweet (born 1957), a Samoan/Australian boxer of the 1980s and '90s
· Blanche Sweet (1896–1986), a silent film actress
· Brad Sweet (born 1985), an American race car driver
· Burton E. Sweet (1867-1957), an American politician
· Darrell Sweet (musician) (1947-1999), a co-founder and drummer of the band Nazareth
· Darrell K. Sweet (1934-2011), an American illustrator
· Denise Sweet, a Native American poet and academic, appointed Poet Laureate of Wisconsin in 2004
· Dolph Sweet (1920–1985), an American actor
· Don Sweet (born 1948), a former Canadian Football League kicker
· Elnathan Sweet (1837–1903), a New York State Engineer and Surveyor 1884–1887
· Edwin F. Sweet (1847–1935), a U.S. Representative from Michigan
· Gary Sweet (born 1957), an Australian film and television actor
· George Sweet (1844–1920), an English-born Australian geologist
· Henry Sweet (1845–1912), an English philologist, phonetician and grammarian
· Herbert J. Sweet (1919–1998), a fourth Sergeant Major of the United States Marine Corps
· Leonard Sweet (born 1961), an author, preacher, scholar and ordained United Methodist clergyman
· Lynn Sweet (born 1961), a Washington, D.C., bureau chief for the Chicago Sun-Times and columnist
· Lynn Sweet (American football) (1881-1918), an American football player
· Matthew Sweet (born 1964), an alternative rock musician
· Melissa Sweet, Australian human health and medicine journalist
· Melissa Sweet (born 1956), an American children's illustrator who won the 2012 Sibert Medal
· Ossian Sweet (1895–1960), an American physician
· Rachel Sweet (born 1962), an American singer, writer and actress
· Sylvanus H. Sweet (1830–1899), a New York State Engineer and Surveyor 1874–1875
· Thaddeus C. Sweet (1872–1928), a New York politician
· Walter C. Sweet (born 1927), an American paleontologist
· Willis Sweet (1856-1925), an American politician














